I The Caſe of Sir Lewis Palmer Baronet relating to his Election to ſerve it in 
this Preſent Parliament as Burgeſs for the ne of Higham Ferry's 
in the County of Northampton. 1 | ; 


$ } 


Huwmbly offered to the Confideraticn of the Honourable the wear, Citizens 
oe _ and Burgeſſes in Parliament Aſſembled. 


22 Ferry i 13 an ancient Boreugh by preſcription, and was incorporated by 
Charter, baring date the 1oth. of Mar. 2d. 3d. Phil. and Z{:ry. Which Char- 
ter confirms their Ancient, and grants to them new Priviledges. 
The Town is thereby Incorporated by the name of Mayor, Aldermen and Bur- 
geſſes of the Borowgh and Tariſb of Higham Ferry's. 

The Charter directs that there ſhall be one Mayor, ſeven 1 and thirteen 
Eurgeſſes, which are called Capital Burgeſſes. 

It grants a power of ſending one Burgeſs to Parliament, (which the Town never 
had before); and directs the choice of ſuch Burgeſs to be by the Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Burgeſſes of the Borovgh and Puriſp of Higham Ferry's. - 

Purſuant to which Charter, Primo Elizabeth they ſent a Burgeſs to Parliament, 
and ſo have ever fince done to "all ſucceeding Parliaments; and the choice of ſuch 
Members hath always been unanimous ; ſo that never any conteſt yet aroſe concern- 
ing the manner of (or who had right to vote in) ſuch Elections. 

A Precept coming to the Mayor of the Towns hand from the High Sheriff of 
the County, directing him to proceed to the Election of a Burgeſs to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament, for the ſaid Borongb, he gave notice thereof to the Town 
and Pariſh by Proclamdtion two days before the Election. | 

17. F 4 167 9. Was the day appointed for the Election, when there ſtood in competition, 
| | | Sir Lewis Pelmer, Baronet. 
| 1 Sir Rice Rud, Baronet. 

The Poll being demanded was granted, fairly taken and duly cloſed ; «ty upon 

Numberiog thereof, It appeared that 

Sir Lewis Palmer had e Becton 

Sir Rice Rad had but 
Neverthelef the Mayor of the ſaid Town, contraty unto, and in Breach of bis 
Truſt, violation of Juſtice, and manifeſt Injury to Sir Lewis, returned Sir Rice 

Rnd as duly Elected, and refuſed to return Sir Lewis Palmer. ; 
Sir Lewis Palmer prays therefore relief according to the Equity ne Juſtice 
that ſhall appear to be in-his Caſe. 

© Upon hearing whereof the queſtion will be, who have Right to vote in the 

Elections of Burgeſſes to ſerve for that Boroueh i in Parliament. 

Whether the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgeſles, which conſiſt * of 21. have 
the ſole * of Election in them ? 
This (it is preſumed) Sit Rice Rud will not pretend to. 1 
. * Whither the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgeſſes and other Inhabitants living within the ' 
Ton and paying Scot and Lot, be the only perſons that ought to vote in the choice 
of. a Member * erve for them in Parliament? 
If theſe only ſhall happen to have the right, then ſetting aſide the Votes ob- . 
- tained by Bribes, T hreats, and Menaces, and other undue means, Sir Lewis 
-hath the greater number of thoſe Electors. 7 
Or EP all the Inhabitants of the Borough and out Hamlets WP" within the 
. Pariſh of Higham Ferry's, paying Scot and Lot, ſhall not ge their Votes in Election, | 
They being Incorporated with the 'Borongh by Charter 5 
r Sir Lewis palwer inſiſts upon to have a Right of voting in Election. 
Nevertheleſs ſubmits the Confideration of . his Caſe, to the wiſdom 
of this Honourable Houſe, praying only to be fully heard, that fo the 
Right of thoſe for whom he appears may be preſerved to them and 
himſelf receive relief agreeable to Juſtice. 


